
The Scottish Stage of the 2016 Tour of 
Britain finishes in the beautiful market 
town of Castle Douglas.

Castle Douglas is serious about cycling. The 7stane trails 
at Mabie Forest, Dalbeattie Forest and Kirroughtree 
are within an easy 25 minute drive. The town has three 
excellent cycling shops and a cycling holiday business. 
It’s the perfect place for a Tour of Britain themed long 
weekend (you can also catch Stage 2 in nearby Cumbria 
on Monday 5 September)

Dumfries and Galloway has previously hosted the Tour of 
Britain 8 times.

This will be the third time the Tour has had a stage finish 
in Castle Douglas. There were previous stage finishes 
here in 2005 and 2006.

We hope this guide encourages you to plan a Tour 
of Britain themed weekend in scenic Dumfries and 
Galloway. If you are visiting later in September the 
Wigtown Book Festival and Lockerbie Jazz Festival 
weekends are other must see attractions in the region.

Whenever you visit a warm welcome awaits you!

CASTLE DOUGLAS
Sunday 4 September

a Tour of Britain themed weekend
in Dumfries and Galloway

Enjoy 12.30pm to 4.30pm



Dumfries and Galloway boasts 5 of the world class 7stanes 

mountain biking centres at Kirroughtree, Ae, Mabie, 

Dalbeattie and Glentrool. Their award-winning trails offer 

some of the best mountain biking in the country and attract 

riders from the UK and beyond. 

You don’t have to be an experienced mountain biker to enjoy 

these famous trails, there’s a wide range of options to suit 

beginners and families plus there’s a technically challenging 

singletrack for the pros.

At Kirroughtree, Ae and Glentrool our cafes offer top quality 

local produce and our bike shops at Kirroughtree and Ae 

offer friendly, expert advice on bike hire, sales and repairs.

www.forestry.gov.uk/7stanes

The Tour of Britain 2016 starts in Glasgow, with the 

world’s best cyclists travelling south through Ayrshire 

then onwards to the gorgeous green countryside of 

Dumfries and Galloway. 

After you’ve watched the cyclists pedal to the 

finish, discover a region with picturesque lowland 

landscapes and friendly towns and villages. 

Walkers can explore a few of the excellent off-

road paths within the Galloway Forest Park, 

or adventurous mountain bikers can tackle the 

7stanes mountain biking trails. You can also 

pick up a few local delicacies in the food shops in 

Castle Douglas, the Food Town, where the race 

comes to a frantic finish. 

For more inspiration, check out VisitScotland’s 

website for things to see and do in Dumfries and 

Galloway and search for accommodation in 

the area.

Tour of Britain – Dumfries and Galloway 

7stanes Kirroughtree

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/7stanes
http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/galloway-forest-park
http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/activities/mountain-biking/7stanes
https://www.visitscotland.com/destinations-maps/dumfries-galloway/
https://www.visitscotland.com/destinations-maps/dumfries-galloway/
https://www.visitscotland.com/accommodation/


The medieval town of Wigtown was designated Scotland’s 

National Book Town in the late 1990s. A booklover’s delight, 

it boasts a dozen bookshops in which to lose yourself, with 

more than 250,000 titles. Home to the multiple award-winning 

Wigtown Book Festival taking place each autumn, the town is 

a centre for creative activity drawing inspiration from its unique 

atmosphere. Now in its 18th year, the festival has welcomed 

authors and speakers from Scotland and beyond including 

Graeme Obree, Kirsty Wark, Christopher Brookmyre, Sally 

Magnusson and Val McDermid.

www.wigtownbookfestival.com

Friday 23 September to Sunday 2 October

www.facebook.com/LockerbieJazz rafal@jazzscotland.com

www.lockerbiejazz.com
Join our mailing list:

Blues, Swing, 
Vocal Jazz, Bop,
Big Band, Gypsy Jazz, 
Soul, Zydeco and lots more

Concerts in Lockerbie,
Annan, Gretna and Moffat

22-25 September 2016LOCKERBIE

jazz
FESTIVAL

http://www.wigtownbookfestival.com/


Come down to the River Nith in Dumfries and be part of something 
unique and special to the town. Nithraid is a fun family event that takes 
place on and around the river - there you will find:

• A dangerous sailing race from the Solway Firth to the finish at the 
Whitesands in Dumfries

• The legendary Salty Coo – and her procession

• A mini-market of local food producers

• Join in arts activities and demonstrations 

• Kids activities

• Acoustic music

Follow the procession from the High Street down to the river at 12noon

Wait for the boats and enjoy the arts and food village at Mill Green 
(opposite the Whitesands) from 12noon til 4pm

Boats arrive in Dumfries approx 2.30pm

More details at www.thestove.org/nithraid including how to 

enter the race.

SATURDAY 3 SEPTEMBER

Nithraid is a celebration of the relationship between 
Dumfries and its river. It is created and produced by The 
Stove Network and supported by Dumfries and Galloway 
Council, Creative Scotland, The Holywood Trust, Barfil 
Trust and local business.

Start your Tour of Britain 

weekend in Dumfries and 

Galloway with one of our 

region’s most original annual 

events…

Media partner for the Tour of Britain in Dumfries and Galloway
Published monthly, Dumfries & Galloway Life is the region’s favourite 

award-winning magazine. Packed full of stories about inspiring people 

and places, with news; features; profiles; homes, interiors and gardens; 

food and drink; arts and culture; leisure and sport; walking; wildlife; 

history; a dedicated business section; much-loved out and about social 

pages covering events, activities and fundraisers across the region, plus 

stunning photography of this most vibrant part of Scotland.

Now in its 10th year, Dumfries & Galloway Life, regarded as a “local 

institution”, continues to hold up a mirror to all that is good about 

Dumfries and Galloway and flies the flag for our region all over the 

world.

Be informed, entertained, and inspired: read Dumfries & Galloway Life 

every month and follow us daily on Facebook and Twitter @DandGLife.

www.dumfriesandgallowaylife.co.uk

http://www.thestove.org/nithraid
http://www.dumfriesandgallowaylife.co.uk/


Bottle Green Biking is based at the world class 

7stanes trail centres, including Kirroughtree, Mabie 

and Dalbeattie. Specialising in private mountain bike 

tuition for all kinds of riders. Booking online with us is 

easy, so why not treat yourself or your family to  

some mountain biking tuition.   

www.bottlegreenbiking.co.uk

We have a range of events and competitions 

running from Castle Douglas Cycles up to  

4 September finishing with a glorious morning bike 

ride from CD Cycles around some of the area’s best 

countryside back in time for the town’s festivities 

and the finish of the 1st stage of the Tour of Britain 

-  watch our Facebook page for information.

Church Street, Castle Douglas, DG7 1EA

www.cdbikes.co.uk

Based in Castle Douglas, 

Galloway Cycling Holidays 

have been providing 

cycling holidays in Dumfries 

and Galloway region for 

customers from throughout 

the world in for over 11 years.

Indeed, in September, we have a couple returning from 

Denver, Colorado USA for their third year and will take 

in the Tour of Britain finish in Castle Douglas.

We provide all the usual cycling holiday services   

and can design tours to suit all cycling abilities.

www.gallowaycycling.co.uk

CASTLE DOUGLAS IS SERIOUS ABOUT CYCLING
We are proud of our association with the Tour of Britain and our town offers something for 
cyclists of all abilities year round. Castle Douglas is a hub on National Cycling Route 7 and is 

the perfect base for a cycling and walking holiday in Dumfries and Galloway.

Relax, unwind and be charmed in Castle Douglas. Below we list some cycling related service 
providers to help you get onto two wheels in Dumfries and Galloway.

Studio VELO is a new 

concept in SW Scotland: a 

bicycle shop combining the 

best of bicycles, clothing and 

accessories, with good coffee, 

service and advice.  In the 

lead up to the Tour of Britain 

we shall have some exclusive 

offers during our open days 

on the 3/4th Sept. We have rides planned that will 

take in Dumfries and Galloway’s finest roads and also 

the final miles of the 1st Stage. Keep up to date  

with events on our Facebook page    

26-30 St Andrew Street, Castle Douglas.

www.studiovelo.co.uk

WANT TO RACE UP THE TOUR OF BRITAIN FINISHING STRAIGHT?
Stewartry Wheelers are organising a free youth race on 4 September  
in Castle Douglas prior to the Tour of Britain arriving.

Registration will be in the Town Hall between 11am and 12noon. Racing will start at 12:30pm
To enter email fiona.walker@scottishcycling.org.uk 

http://www.bottlegreenbiking.co.uk/
http://www.cdbikes.co.uk
http://www.gallowaycycling.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/StudioVELO/
http://www.studiovelo.co.uk/
mailto:fiona.walker%40scottishcycling.org.uk?subject=


Essential spectator information
Castle Douglas is located in the heart of Dumfries and Galloway, 18 miles west of the county town of Dumfries, on the A75. 

Castle Douglas is a lovely market town with a vibrant traditional main street, King Street, which is one of the bustling retail 

centres of Dumfries and Galloway.

King Street’s shops, cafés and delis will be open all weekend over the 3 and 4 September. There will be a host of cycling 

activities and support events to celebrate the arrival of the Tour of Britain. Castle Douglas is less than 2 hours south from 

Glasgow and approximately 2 hours 15 minutes south west of Edinburgh. For visitors coming for the day please follow yellow 

AA road signs to our park and ride facility on the outskirts of the town. 

Why not come for the weekend, enjoy a cycle at one of our world class 7stanes mountain bike trail centres, take in the Tour 

of Britain and visit one of our superb visitor attractions, such as Cream o’ Galloway Ice Cream at nearby Gatehouse of Fleet or 

stop off at the Nithraid Festival in Dumfries on Saturday 3 September? Remember too that the second day of the Tour of Britain 

starts in nearby Carlisle as the race moves south to Cumbria. To plan your trip check out these informative websites

www.dumgal.gov.uk

www.tourofbritain.co.uk

www.eventscotland.org

www.dumfriesandgallowaylife.co.uk

www.thestove.org/nithraid

www.visitscotland.com

Castle Douglas

The Tour of Britain Stage One finish in Dumfries and Galloway is sponsored by Dumfries & 
Galloway Life magazine and Magnox. Funding and project management support is provided 
by Dumfries and Galloway Council and EventScotland. Thank you to the Castle Douglas 
Development Forum for all their assistance and support!

http://www.dumgal.gov.uk
http://www.tourofbritain.co.uk
http://www.eventscotland.org
http://www.dumfriesandgallowaylife.co.uk
http://www.thestove.org/nithraid
http://www.visitscotland.com

